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Abstract 

The historical archaeology approach was forged for the study of the 
American society after the European conquest of colonial lands in the 
new continent. Interested in the comparison between material culture and 
written records, it was opposed to Prehistory and Anthropology with 
their methods of inquiry. Its main proposal is to use all available data, 
material and written, independently, without any hierarchy, but in close 
comparison. As such, this perspective studies the archaeology of 
individuals “without history”, such as Natives, slaves, women, or even 
the African diasporas in America, in antagonism to the white male 
European colonist. Issued from an explicit postcolonial background, this 
approach may give an important contribution to the study of other 
ancient societies where interpretations are based on discussions between 
archaeological remains and texts, such as the Greek colonial communities 
in Magna Graecia.  
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Resumo 

A abordagem da Arqueologia histórica foi forjada para o estudo da 
sociedade americana após a conquista europeia das terras coloniais no 
novo mundo. Interessada na comparação entre cultura material e 
registros escritos, opôs-se à Prehistória e à Antropologia e aos métodos de 
pesquisa dessas disciplinas. Sua principal proposta é usar todos os dados 
disponíveis, materiais e escritos, independentemente, sem qualquer 
hierarquia, mas em estreita comparação. Como tal, esta perspectiva 
estuda a arqueologia dos indivíduos “sem história”, como indígenas, 
escravos, mulheres, ou mesmo as diásporas africanas na América, em 
antagonismo com o colonizador masculino e branco. Proposta a partir de 
um contexto pós-colonial explícito, esta abordagem pode dar um 
importante contributo para o estudo de outras sociedades antigas para as 
quais as interpretações se baseiam em discussões entre restos 
arqueológicos e textos, como as comunidades coloniais gregas na Magna 
Grécia. 
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Postcolonial theories have become quite popular and accepted in several 
disciplines, as they were in the beginning developed in a domain called 
“cultural studies”. It is clear that the term, and the approach, is intended 
as a critique, or even a revolt and rebellion against the domination of the 
West over the rest of the world, and it inherited both from colonial 
resistance movements and from the forms of speech that they have 
generated2. 

Specifically related to Greek colonization, the main debate was raised 
after the critics put forward since the famous article by R. Osborne. The 
issue is relatively well-known and concentrates on the Early Greek 
colonization or, as stressed by recent English-speaking literature, the 
eradication of the term “colonization” for the Archaic period. In sum, 
Early Greek mobility would be a matter of individual choice or of small 
groups that would, in a first moment, live peacefully in a kind of middle 
ground, where no one ethnic group would be dominant over the others3. 
If the English-speaking bibliography was mainly convinced by the critical 
arguments raised, on the other hand, this new view, or revisionism, was 
not well received by other intellectual environments, mainly by Italian 
and French scholars, within a strong and already long tradition of study 
of Greek colonization in South Italy, Sicily and South France4.  

The main common ground of most of those interpretations is, first of all, 
the critics to a traditional view of “Hellenization”, or “penetrazione greca” 
in Italian, that is to say, the idea of the arrival of Greeks as violent 
colonists with the extermination or enslavement of all the Natives. 
Indeed, since the 1960s, Italians and French have been working to 
highlight several types of interaction and contact between Greek colonists 
and Natives, including the use of anthropological approaches such as 
“acculturation”, “ethnicity”, “cultural transfers”, “hybridization” and 
others to propose more complex, and hopefully more appropriate 

                                                 
2 Main authors who developed this notion are Arjun Appadurai, Homi K. Bhabha, 
Stuart Hall, Ania Loomba, Marshal Sahlins, Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak. See 
specially: Bhabha, 2004; Loomba, 2005; Sahlins, 1995; Said, 1993; Said, 2003; Spivak, 
1999.  
3 Osborne, 1998. Several other authors have reinforced those critics: Hall, 2012; Van 
Dommelen, 1997; Van Dommelen, 2006; Van Dommelen, 2011; Yntema, 2000. For a 
synthesis of the debate, see Malkin, 2004.  
4 See the special issue of Ancient West and East of 2011, mainly the contributions by 
Domínguez, 2011 and Greco, 2011. See also Greco, 2009; Greco & Lombardo, 2010. 
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interpretations of those process resulting from the establishment of 
Greeks overseas5.  

Secondly, and most probably the main improvement of a postcolonial 
perspective, there is the need to identify situations of cohabitation, of a 
middle ground, to borrow the expression used in the Greek context by 
Irad Malkin6. One must accept the possible existence of some situations 
where no side is necessarily more powerful than the other and where a 
notion such as pre-colonization or proto-colonization could be 
operational for the understanding of the first phases of contact between 
Greeks and Natives7.  

However, we must be very vigilant when some scholars may be tempted 
to extend the idea of the middle ground beyond those phases, after the 
archaic period, or in a generalization of that process of contacts to explain 
the whole phenomenon of Greek colonization in the Archaic period. This 
generalization of a peaceful mode of contact disregards the fact that, for 
the settlement of Greeks overseas, there was a real conquest of land, some 
of which could be favored or even directly given by local elite. Therefore, 
even though one should recognize the existence of some cases of alliances 
made by colonists and local chieftains, described by later ancient authors 
by the means of a construction of a tradition inputted to the past, mostly 
in the form of mixed marriage8, one must not erase completely the 
probable majority of cases of sheer violence and military conquest. On the 
other hand, if part of the Native society, namely the elite, could have 
alliances with colonists, mostly to reinforce their domination over their 
own community, a part of the Natives did lose their land, may have been 
enslaved, and several women might have been forced to marry Greek 
colonists.  

                                                 
5 The annual congress of Tarentum, in South Italy, functioned as a catalyst and 
promoter of new forms of interpretation of Greek colonization which took into account 
Native’s input in the formation of a new colonial society. See mainly: Atti Taranto 1961, 
1961; Atti Taranto 1967, 1967; Atti Taranto 1997, 1997, and more recent contributions on 
the character of Greek colonization: Atti Taranto 2010, 2010; Atti Taranto 2013, 2013; Atti 
Taranto 2014, 2014. See our own commentary: Pollini, 2011. See also Riggway, 2004.  
6 Malkin, 2002; Malkin, 2011.  
7 See a synthesis by Esposito, 2012. The debate is most concentrated on the first phases 
of colonization, with the arrival of the first groups of Greeks. See the two volumes of 
the conference proceedings: Donnellan, Nizzo & Burgers, 2016; Donnellan, Nizzo & 
Burgers, 2016, especially contributions by DE Angelis, 2016; Lombardo, 2016; Osborne, 
2016. In our own paper, we point out that the postcolonial approach in English-
speaking intellectual environment, mostly based on several French philosophers, was 
developed when those French theories started to be criticized, creating a certain 
“intellectual apartheid”, cf. Esposito & Pollini, 2016. See also Amaselle, 2008. 
8 See a synthesis by Esposito & Zurbach, 2010.  
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In a recent development on the study of Greek colonization in France, 
postcolonial approaches resulted in the adoption, at least for a short 
period, of a different vocabulary. The transposition of the word 
“diaspora” for the mobility of the Greeks9, conceived in the long run, not 
only in the Archaic period, but going up to the end of the Hellenistic 
period, implied in the analysis of all kinds of mobility: not only the 
permanent installation of Greeks in newly conquered land, but also 
several other categories that beforehand were considered separately, as 
mercenaries and soldiers, potters, artists, intellectuals, among others, 
either established in new Greek cities or in other contexts, such as emporia 
or in the service of non-Greek communities or kingdoms, in Etruria, in 
Egypt or elsewhere. However, a broader definition of Greek mobility 
implies the necessity of explicitly explaining what kind of phenomenon is 
at stake, individual or group mobility, temporary or permanent, in Greek 
new establishments or in other contexts.  

 

Historical archaeology 

Besides the general input represented by postcolonial perspectives, 
Historical Archaeology’s approach may provide an important 
contribution, in highlighting several forms of domination and violence, 
even in contexts of cultural contacts and mixed societies. Therefore, 
Historical Archeology10 reintroduces the problems of relations of power: 
between settlers and Natives of course, but also within each of these 
groups, between elite and poor, between men and women11. In this sense, 
“fluidity”, “diversity”, but also “conflict”, “contradiction”, “dominance” 
and “resistance” are topics highlighted in a postcolonial and postmodern 
perspective12.  

Inspired by Anthropology and the Social Sciences13, and in opposition to 
an anthropological approach to Archaeology, this young discipline 
initially focused on the study of American society formed after the 
conquest of Europeans. Afterwards, the fields of Historical Archeology 

                                                 
9 The word was used as the theme for the exams in order to become a French public 
school teacher (Agrégation and CAPES): Collin-Bouffier, 2012; Martinez-Sève, 2012; 
Dana, Lebreton, et al., 2012; Capdetrey & Zurbach, 2012, see also D'Ercole, 2012; 
D'Ercole, 2012.  
10 Funari, Hall & Jones,  1999; Hall e Silliman, 2006; Orser Jr, 2000; Orser Jr, 2002. 
11 Gosden, 2001; Gosden, 2004; Lyons & Papadopoulos, 2002; Voss & Conlin Casella, 
2012; Funari, Carvalho & Domínguez, 2013.  
12 Rago & Funari, 2008.  
13 Orser Jr, 2000 ; Funari, 1999. 
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have expanded to include other historical contexts, inviting the 
archaeologist to tackle archaeological remains and texts14, in an approach 
that denies any form of hierarchy between the two types of data15. This 
approach encourages scholars to compare written descriptions with 
material culture, not to find what one can read, but to tackle those texts 
and traditions in order to propose more nuanced interpretations.  

In this respect, the framework of gender studies has been widely used 
and can be appropriately transposed into the attention given to the 
archaeological remains left by any so-called minority social group, in the 
political sense of the term, that is, all the oppressed fractions of a given 
society. In this sense, it can be a very interesting means to apprehend not 
only the categories that are defined by their gender, but more generally, 
all the categories that define themselves in opposition to the higher 
layers, to the elite. It is the main sense of the “subaltern voices” approach, 
which intends to give substance to those voiceless people who left their 
messages and history encrypted in material culture. Indeed, Homi K. 
Bhabha16 has shown how hegemonic forms of control need repetition and 
differentiation to be effective, as well as the importance of identifying 
contexts of ambivalence.  

 

Maroon society of Palmares 

In a movement from America to Magna Graecia, two case studies of 
colonial contexts of interaction between colonists and other populations 
may help distinguishing some essential elements in the analysis of other 
realities in Antiquity.  

The example of the maroon society of Palmares is a traditional standpoint 
for the identity of ancient Black slaves and for the consciousness and 
affirmation of Black empowerment in nowadays Brazil17. It was a rather 

                                                 
14 Funari, 1999: 57; Funari, Zarankin & Stovel, 2005. See also: Meskell, 2001; Lawrence & 
Shepherd, 2006: 71. 
15 Small, 1995: 4-5; Small, 1999: 122-136; Dyson, 1995; Johson, 1999. In regard to 
Classical Archaeology and the ancient Greek world, see: Ober, 1995; Small, 1995. 
16 Bhabha, 2004: 29: “Not only is the social bloc heterogeneous, but, as I see it, the work 
of hegemony is itself the process of iteration and differentiation. It depends on the 
production of alternative or antagonistic images that are always produced side by side 
and in competition with each other. It is this side-by-side nature, this partial presence, 
or metonymy of antagonism, and its effective significations, that give meaning (quite 
literally) to a politics of struggle as the struggle of identifications and the war of 
positions”.  
17 FunariI & Carvalho, 2005.  
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important settlement started by runaway slaves that prospered between 
1605 and 1695, having up to ten villages and covering a large area in 
Northeastern Brazil.  

Historical archaeology has proven very useful for the construction of a 
much more nuanced and complex interpretation of the maroon society, 
that is, the community of freed ex-slaves, which was composed by several 
categories besides freed African Blacks and including all sorts of people, 
as Natives and poor White from European background. On the other 
hand, if maroons could recover freedom from slavery imposed by 
colonists, it was very far from any idealization one could project: 
Palmares was ruled by a king, in the reproduction of some of the 
traditional African modes of organization, including exploitation of 
lower-class individuals. Material culture combined with the reassessment 
of written record has shown then an image much more stratified than 
simply and idealistic Black ex-slaves who recovered freedom.  

 

Presidio San Francisco in California 

Taking another example and following Barbara Voss18, we can reinforce 
the multidimensional nature of contacts between settlers and other 
populations in California. Firstly, it is necessary to observe the diversity 
of non-indigenous peoples: this second example, at the “Presidio San 
Francisco” in California, in addition to the settlers of European origin, 
B. Voss underlines the presence of free Africans (non-slaves) and non-
Native Americans coming from other parts of America.  

The focus on the archeology of contacts in the colonizing-colonized 
binary distinction hid the social differences within each of these groups. 
In some contexts, ethnicity, gender, religion, class, status or age group 
may have played a dominant role in relation to the colonizing-colonized 
dichotomy. Moreover, the terms used for social identification convey 
differentiation. In Spanish California, for example, the term soldier 
(soldado in Spanish) contains indications not only about occupation, but 
also gender, age, nationality, colonial status, social rank, class, 
perspective future economic and physical capacity, in forms that cannot 
be separated from each other. 

It is very interesting to notice the functioning of a caste system, but this 
system is actually more porous than one might think. In the case of the 
“Presidio” in California, the caste system allows the existence of a large 

                                                 
18 Voss, 2015. 



 

Heródoto, Unifesp, Guarulhos, v. 2, n. 2, Dezembro,  2017. p. 275-297 - 282 - 

 

number of categories, according to the type of ethnic or racial mixture. It 
creates a complex hierarchy, in a kind of “pigmentocracy”, in which the 
clearer skin color means a higher rank in the hierarchy. This system is 
particularly effective in a border context of Spanish rule, where there was 
almost no settler born in Europe or even who had a parent born in 
Europe. The caste of “Spanish”, already inferior to that of “Peninsular” 
(born in the Iberian Peninsula), or “Criollo” (son of a European), gave 
access to almost all the privileges reserved for higher castes and allowed 
a framework of social ascension to people of indigenous or African 
descent through mixed background. In addition, the system also allowed 
caste change, even by simple declaration.  

This porosity and diversity of the caste system transformed and was then 
replaced by the ethnogenesis of a new identity, the Californio. Here, the 
acknowledgement of the mixed society does not elude those questions of 
violence or domination and the creation of a new identity, the 
ethnogenesis, is conceived in a situation where several sorts of relations 
of power took place at the same time.   

At the Presidio of San Francisco, the colonists were themselves the product 
of colonization. They were the descendants of Mesoamerican Indians and 
Africans who had been displaced from their lands by colonization and 
who were later mobilized as a colonizing force in the name of the Spanish 
crown. Although contact studies have overwhelmingly emphasized the 
research on Europeans’ contact with Natives, the situation in the San 
Francisco Presidio was not, in fact, atypical. 

Archaeology has shown, however, that during the first decades of 
colonization, the military colonists of the San Francisco Presidio carried 
out material strategies that minimized the presence of cultural differences 
within the population, amplifying the impression of a large presence of 
white Europeans. Comparisons between textual evidence and material 
culture could then bring out all the nuances and diversity of the colonial 
establishment.  

 

Sybaris in Magna Graecia 

Once the main theoretical contribution of Historical Archaeology has 
been established, the example of Sybaris’ hinterland in Magna Graecia 
(Fig. 1) may shed light in the possibilities offered by this approach 
applied to Ancient colonial contexts.  
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The literary evidence on Sybaris largely determines the interpretation 
and, as regards to the territory of the city, Strabo’s description is the most 
relevant: 

“Next in order, at a distance of two hundred stadia, comes Sybaris, 
founded by the Achaeans; it is between two rivers, the Crathis and the 
Sybaris. Its founder was Is of Helice. In early times this city was so 
superior in its good fortune [euthychia] that it ruled over four nations 
[ethnè] in the neighborhood, had twenty- five subject cities [poleis], made 
the campaign against the Crotoniates with three hundred thousand men, 
and its inhabitants on the Crathis alone completely filled up a circuit of 
fifty stadia. However, by reason of luxury [tryphè] and insolence [hybris] 
they were deprived of all their felicity by the Crotoniates within seventy 
days; for on taking the city these conducted the river over it and 
submerged it.”19  

In the same sense, the testimony of Diodorus Siculus adds information 
about the relatively easy granting of sybarite citizenship: 

“For lying as the city did between two rivers, the Crathis and the Sybaris, 
from which it derived its name, its inhabitants, who tilled an extensive 
and fruitful countryside, came to possess great riches. And since they 
kept granting citizenship to many aliens, they increased to such an extent 
that they were considered to be far the first among the inhabitants of 
Italy; indeed they so excelled in population that the city possessed three 
hundred thousand citizens”.20 

Current research is obviously unable to determine the four nations and 
twenty-five cities of Strabo’s text and the three hundred thousand citizens 
is a number far exaggerated. On the other hand, from the comparison 
between literary tradition and material remains, some researchers use the 
expression of “empire of Sybaris” to speak about its hinterland and its 

                                                 
19 Transl. H. L. Jones, The Geography of Strabo, Loeb, 1924 : τοσοῦτον δ’ εὐτυχίᾳ 
διήνεγκεν ἡ πόλις αὕτη τὸ παλαιὸν, ὡς τεττάρων μὲν ἐθνῶν τῶν πλησίον ὑπῆρξε, πέντε 
δὲ καὶ εἴκοσι πόλεις ὑπηκόους ἔσχε, τριάκοντα δὲ μυριάσιν ἀνδρῶν ἐπὶ Κροτωνιάτας 
ἐστράτευσεν, πεντήκοντα δὲ σταδίων κύκλον συνεπλήρουν οἰκοῦντες ἐπὶ τῷ Κράθιδι. 
ὑπὸ μέντοι τρυφῆς καὶ ὕβρεως ἅπασαν τὴν εὐδαιμονίαν ἀφῃρέθησαν ὑπὸ Κροτωνιατῶν 
ἐν ἡμέραις ἑβδομήκοντα· ἑλόντες γὰρ τὴν πόλιν ἐπήγαγον τὸν ποταμὸν καὶ 
κατέκλυσαν.   
20 Transl. C. H. Oldfather, vol. 4, Loeb, 1946. πολλοῖς δὲ μεταδιδόντες τῆς πολιτείας ἐπὶ 
τοσοῦτο προέβησαν, ὥστε δόξαι πολὺ προέχειν τῶν κατὰ τὴν Ἰταλίαν οἰκούντων, 
πολυανθρωπίᾳ τε τοσοῦτο διήνεγκαν, ὥστε τὴν πόλιν ἔχειν πολιτῶν τριάκοντα 
μυριάδας. Cf. Giangiulio, 1987: 28; Camassa, 1988:  639-641; GrecoO, 2013: 199. 
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relations with the native people of the territory21. M. Bugno22 has stressed 
how the model for this “empire of Sybaris” should be interpreted as 
comparable to the hegemonic system of the Persian Empire, where 
dominated communities retained a great deal of autonomy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1. Map of Magna Greacia and Sicily, with indication of Greek colonial cities. © 
Airton Pollini. 

                                                 
21 GRECO, 1992. See an exegesis of the literary tradition and a historiographical 
assessment by AVERSA, 2008. See more recently GRECO, 2013.  
22 BUGNO, 2001.  
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The most important archaeological site of Sybaris’s hinterland is 
Francavilla Marittima, but it is the subject of a large discussion, both in 
the area of the sanctuary and in the necropolis23.  

Amendolara (n. 3)24 is the second most important archaeological site in 
the hinterland of Sybaris, especially for the analysis of relations between 
Greeks and Natives. Here the archaeological data depict a reality 
divergent from that at Francavilla, which reveals the complexity of the 
situations and the impossibility of defining a single model for the 
interpretation of these interethnic relations in a colonial context. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2. Map of Sybaris’ hinterland, with indication of archaeological sites: Amendolara 
is number 3. © Airton Pollini. 

                                                 
23 Attema, 2008; Brocato, 2012; Brocato, 2014; Granese, 2006; Granese, 2013; Guggisberg, 
2014; Guggisberg, 2016; Gubbisberg, Colombi & Spichtig, 2012; Kleibrink, Jacobsen & 
Handberg, 2004; Kleibrink & Weistra, 2013; La Genière de, 1989; Luppino, Quondam, et 
al., 2010; Maaksant-Kleibrink, 2005; Maaksant-Kleibrink, 2006; Paoletti, 2014; 
Quondam, 2009.  
24 La Genière de, 1984; La Genière de, 2012. The identification of archaeological remains 
in the town of Amendolara dates from the 1930s, during agricultural work in the 
region of Agliastroso, cf. Notizie degli Scavi, 1931, p. 654-655 and Notizie degli Scavi, 1939, 
p. 368-369, quoted by La Genière de, 2012:  9. For a brief synthesis, see Osanna, 1992:  
163-164, n. 27.  
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Located almost 27 km from the urban center of Sybaris, Amendolara is 
composed of two sites with at least two cores each. In the first place, a 
necropolis can be identified in the locality Agliastroso and a habitat area 
in Rione Vecchio. These two nuclei show traces of early Iron Age 
occupation, in a time range from the 9th to the end of the 8th century BCE, 
with a clear interruption at the end of the 8th century, when the necropolis 
of Agliastroso was abandoned. Only a few fragments datable to the 7th 
century indicate a reduced continuity of use of the habitat area at Rione 
Vecchio after the end of the 8th century.  

The second site of Amendolara, located less than 2 km away from the 
first, is composed of two areas of necropolis, in Mangosa and Uomo 
Morto (Paladino), as well as a habitat on the hill of San Nicola. The 
necropolis was artificially divided in two by the construction of a modern 
house, and only the Paladino West was systematically excavated between 
1967 and 1975, and delivered a total of 329 fully published tombs25. The 
Paladino West chronology starts in the Iron Age and some of the most 
recent tombs superimpose the oldest, which allowed some hypothesis of 
family enclosures, although the absence of low walls does not permit 
affirming it with precision26.  

The funeral ritual shows little variation during its use and the most 
common form is that of the pseudo-cist: small side walls composed of 
irregular slabs surrounding the funerary pit, with a slab standing at the 
end where the head rested, most often in the west. It is obvious that a 
necropolis used for two centuries also has numerous anomalies, analyzed 
in detail by J. de La Genière27.   

The funerary ritual of the tombs dated until the beginning of the 7th 
century is attributed to the Native context and seems reserved for the 
local elite. From the second half of the 7th century, metal objects, weapons 
in men’s graves and ornaments in women’s graves, gradually 
disappeared and, by the end of the century, the furniture was composed 
almost exclusively of pottery. The site is then interpreted as a Native 
group in alliance or in a relation of dependency to Greek settlers.  

On the hill of S. Nicola, archaeological research has identified two 
terraces occupied by houses dated between the first third of the 6th 
century and the last decade of the century, at the time of the destruction 
of Sybaris by Crotone, in 511 BCE. On the upper terrace, the houses are 

                                                 
25 La Genière de, 2012.  
26 La Genière de, 2012: 235.  
27 La Genière de, 2012:  237-241.  
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large and follow a given orientation by straight paths or streets. The 
construction techniques are comparable to the archaic houses of the 
urban center of Sybaris, found in the site of Stombi28. The houses on the 
lower terrace are not so regular in their orientation, perhaps because of 
the greater inclination of the slope there. The characteristics of S. Nicola’s 
habitat seem to corroborate the hypothesis of Native settlement whose 
relations with Greek settlers show a context of alliance or dependence. 

The arrival of the settlers at the end of the 8th century caused a first 
destruction of the indigenous center at Agliastroso and Rione Vecchio, in 
a similar pattern to the other sites of the territory of Sybaris. On the other 
hand, the particularity of Amendolara is the persistence of the native 
element near the original site and reflecting close relationship to Greek 
colonists. The reorganization of the area after the Greek conquest seems 
to benefit a part of the native population, as seen in the case of the habitat 
of S. Nicola. 

We can thus propose an interpretation for the particularity of 
Amendolara. This native settlement is located at a greater distance from 
the urban center of Sybaris and this remoteness probably implied more 
difficulty for a direct control of the lands by the Greek colonists. The hold 
on a larger territory required some form of agreement of the native 
populations, at least of their elite.  

In addition to Francavilla and Amendolara, the other archaeological sites 
of the territory of Sybaris are relatively poorly known and, for the most 
part, they are fortuitous discoveries, searched in a limited and 
unsystematic way29. They do not add much for our own purpose and 
analysis here.   

 

Conclusion 

In our discussion on the theoretical means to apprehend the various 
forms of interaction between colonists, Natives and other immigrants, a 
complex problem is to determine the proportion of each ethnic and social 
group is concerned in a given context. In respect to Amendolara, our case 
study, how many tombs, how important was the Native occupation of the 
settlement here? In general, what could be the estimates of the number of 
Natives living in the area that became the territory of Sybaris? A great 
input to discussion would be to precise and reliable estimates. They may 

                                                 
28 Cf. Sibari V, 1992. 
29 See a synthesis by Luppino, 1996. See also an analysis by Greco, 1992.  
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give a certain idea of the necessity of violence in the conquest of arable 
land that was previously exploited by Natives and that became Greek 
possession. Accounting that only part of the necropolis at Paladino (West) 
gave light to a total of 329 tombs distributed in two centuries, the 
settlement can be considered quite relevant. It seems enough to assert the 
use of an important degree of violence in the conquest of land, either 
directly or in a state of dependency, as appears to be the case at 
Amendolara.  

In the absence of more precise quantitative data, our intent was first of all 
to propose a theoretical framework that may help our interpretations of 
archaic Greek settlements progress. Therefore, Historical Archaeology 
perspective may be transposed from American modern contexts to 
Classical Antiquity. In this sense, we tried to show, firstly, how complex 
ancient situations may have been. Secondly, and this is the main issue, 
when one introduces a postcolonial perspective to the study of Greek 
colonization, it is essential to reinforce all the relations of power that it 
may be at play at the same time. We may now highlight the presence of 
elements of both Native and Greek backgrounds, to which it is very 
important to add all other kinds of input, such as other immigrants who 
also settled in the new Greek cities or populations in different forms of 
mobility who left important signs of their frequent visits, may they be 
Etruscan, Egyptian, Phoenician / Carthaginians, or others. Besides the 
recognition of several forms of cultural interaction, from sheer violence 
and conquest to some sorts of cohabitation, it is essential to apprehend all 
forms of relations of power, not only between Greek colonists and 
Natives, taken as uniform groups, but rather within each group. The 
distinction is not only ethnic, but it is mainly between higher and lower 
strata. Examples from Historical Archaeology American sites point out to 
several intermediary and nuanced categories, and, in the archaeology of 
Greek colonization, we should look for poor Greek and rich elite Native, 
as well as all possible intermediary conditions. 
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